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Abstract

The study aimed to 1) investigate the ethical violation through online news
reporting, 2) explore factors contributing to the ethical violation, and 3) investigate the
guidelines for the code of ethics in media in the era of new media technologies. | chose
to focus on the news reports on the passing of the famous Thai actor, Tridsadee
Sahawong on Thairath online newspapers. The data was collected from .in-depth
Interview and documentary research method, and was analyzed using content anatlysis.

The study revealed the findings as followed:

1. The news reports on the passing of Tridsadee Sahawong on/Thairath online
newspapers was considered inappropriate and not complying with some.themes of the
code of ethics in media. These themes include the accuracy and standards for factual
reporting, the obligation to serve public interest, the respect for privacy and human
rights, the differentiation between advocacy and néws reporting, and the recognition of
newsgathering and reporting information that may cause harm¢ar discomfort.

2. The crucial factors that contributed to the violation of media ethics
regarding the news reports on celebrities involved, the issues of media ownership, media
business competition, the emergence “of independent online news sources, and the
interdependence between media and news sources.

3. The approaches tomedia regulation in a new media era involved 1. ethical
awareness raising among media practitioners which can start at the earliest stage of life,
i.e. at home, at_school and“once entering the media business, 2. professional entry
requirements such as, license or permit before working in the media, 3. appointment of
the Board of media ethics committee to facilitate an effective self-regulation within the

media.
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