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“We will have gained ourselves:' Marrative experiences of African women
pursuing higher education in the United States of America

hhwangi, Mumbi,

FPhD

1oL, STATE UMNMERSITY

2002

204

Bloom, Leslie Rebecca
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DAL G305, po 2812, Feb 2003

EDUCATION, HIGHER (O745); WOMEN'S STUDIES (0453)

[3E] 8.53Mb image-only PDF

24 page Preview

~ Q

This study uses feminist life-history narrative methodology to explore the
experiences of three African wormen, who have pursued or are pursuing higher
education in the United States, leaving their families in Africa. Contextualized
within the socio-historical cultural, colonial, and post-colonial discourses on
dornesticity and education, this study not only illuminates the pain, ambivalence
and struggles women experienced in pursuit of higher education, but also
reveals the tension between domesticity and education and how this tension
inhibits African women's access to education. The conceptual and
methodological framewoark of this study is grounded in ferninist perspective,
which allows for a critical approach to issues and concerns in the African
waormen respondents’ lives. However, after identifying certain gaps during the
interpretation process, the study reveals that the unproblematic use of fermninist
concepts developed fram the Wwestern ferninist perspective to study African
warmen fails to adequately reflect different and contextualized reality of African
warmen's experiences. This study, therefore, argues for a more inclusive and
contextualized approach by advancing a feminist
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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION

It was only a few years back | had felt that to be a full being. | had tobe a
mother, a wife, a worker and a wonder-woman. | now realize that what | was
doing then was condermning myself to earthly hell.

Buchi Emecheta, Head Above Water.

Higher education is not readily available to most women in Africa. Because of
gender biases and disparities in educational policy and programs, woman seeking
higher education in Africa not only struggle with limited educational opportunities, but
also hostile patriarchal social and educational structures that isclate, frustrate and
marginalize them (Abagi and Wamahiu, 1995; FAWE, 1996; Kaziboni, 2000).
Discussing, further, the shortcomings of education systems in Africa and the plight of
African women in academia, Mbilinyi and Meeana (1991) cbserve that in hostile
patriarchal educational environments women “must struggle for the right to exist—in
circumstances that range from benign neglect to overt hostility and sabotage” (p.
847, Historicallv. higher education in Africa has mainly been the domain of men
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Searched ALA for electonic And journal

Sort by relevance Sorted by date

E 1) {259 - 06/01/2004
" LISMews,corn Librarians & Inforrmation Science Mews, For those who prefer professional updates
delivered to their inbox, this zite contains a listing of free, subszcription-based newszletters on
various..,

2) &= Reinforcing information and technology literacy (25%) - 06/01/2004
This article describes a Plattsburgh State University Library and Informnation Services (LIS) faculty
warkshop on information and technology literacy, In addition, library rezearch strategies,
graduate,.,

3) Preliminary Program (25%) - 05/01/2004
Co-zponsored by the Azian/Pacific Armmerican Librarianz Aszsociation, Chinese American Librarians
Association, ACRL International Relations Committee, ALA International Relations Round Table,
and ACRL African..,

4) News from the Field (25%) - 05/01/2004

ACRL and ALA Editions have zigned an agreement to co-publish Resources for College Libraries
[(RZLY, a new core collection of recommended titles for academic libraries, The successor to
Boaoks for Callege...

[=1 51 Develonina a strateaic nlan (25%% - 05/01/2004

QPUOHIANVIILNANNNSA5TINBINT

Success at every stage: Web sites for a career in academic librarianship

CERE Nows, June 2004
Vol. 65, Ho. 6

by WRelissa Laping and WHarqo Seith

lanaging a successful career in academic libratianship iz more att than science. There iz no "one-size-fitz-all" set of rules
that applies ta everyone in the profession, but there are a series of stages that are typical of mast careers. This column
idertifies zelected rezources that are usefulto aspiring and practicing librarians as they approach each of these stages.

Whenever poszible, the rezources contain informstion focuzed on 5 career within & higher education setting, however there
are too many excellert general sources to make that a strict limitstion. Professional association resources were not included
zinply because the suthars azsume most infarmation seekers will start there. If you're reading this atticle, you are probakly
already awvare of the job postings available through CERE Mews, as well as ather ACEL resources. Instead, theze
resources are presented to expand the search heyond these sources.

ozt of the zources zelected for thiz calumn are chozen because they pravide a well-dezigned, easy-to-navigste approach
to multiple sources in a specific area, and they are regularly updated. Hovweever, a fesw dizcussion lists are alzo included,
particularly in thase instances where there were fewy sources available on 5 specific area.

Entry to the profession
* librarian_wannabes. This iz a dizcusszion list for studerts in graduste programs of library snd information science.

Access httpl/groupsyahoo.comigroup
Nibrarian wannabes/.
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Advanced Web Search

Wou can uze the options on thiz page to create a wery specific search, Justfill in the Yahoo! Search
fields you need far vour current search,

Show results with all ofthese wnrdslelephant |an\,r part ofthe page j
the E}{actphraseﬁhailand |an\,r part ofthe page j

any ofthese wnrds| |an\,r part ofthe page j

none ofthese wnrds| |an\,r part ofthe page j

Tip: U=ze these options to loak for an exact phrase or to exclude pages containing certain words, You can
alzo limit your search to certain parts of pages.

Updated |arytime =]

SiteDomain & Any domain

(" Only..com domains ¢ Only gov domains
(" Only .edu domains ¢ Only.org domains
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Categories: » Thailand = Elephant Polo = Thailand = Mammals = Elephants

TOP 20 WEB RESULTS  out of about 242,000, Search took 0,14 seconds, (What's thiz?)

1. Elephant MNature Park =

park dedicated to the survival and development of Thai elephants . Visitors welcome.
Category: Elephants = Conservation and Research
wty thaifocus.comielephant - 28k - Cached - More pages from this site

2. Thailand Elephant=
Elephant MMature Park - Morthern Thailand®s conservation ... Home = Elephant MHature Park

Introduction .. Elephant Mature Fark. " Morthern Thailand®s premier eco adventure park and
wild-life sanctuany®. Tell a Friend. ...
splash. handii.comithailand_elephant btm - More pages from this site

3. Asian Elephant Conservation - Thailand Environment Eco-tourism =
Thai Elephant Conservation Project, Phuket, Thailand, Eco-tours, Eco-tourism, adventure
travel, tourism, elephants, Asia, Conservation, Ervironment ... project will be run by the.
ASiAn ELEPHANT FOURDATION OF THAILAND. 61/4 Soi Pibulwattana 5, Rama il ... a
donation to: Asian Elephant Foundation of Thailand, Account number 208-020 ..
wentiy IRLket comifconserationfelephants htm - 33k - Cached

4. Thailand. The Thai mahout and the Elephant =
In Thailand, a5 soon as the elephant is three years old, it begins life as a domesticated
elephant under the care ofits Thai mahout ... As s0o0n as the young elephant, in Thailand, iz

A L T N P P AN R

2 ., Ay
38PNV IN web site NADINII

N, Utilities:>
L Q) Elephant Nature Park Bl
;:T——_::;} * Dadicated fa the preservation and ftue of the elaphant” Official Req: 23/0442

Volunt

How vou can h

M Hundreds of pages about aur elephant conservation projects, general
elephant knowledge, raditional lifestyles, jungle herbs, photogragphs and multi-

media. Find out more about Elephant MNature Park and haw it is helping the

highly endangered creatures of the area. Our site covets the efforts of Lek's

consersation projects.

Joning i Uhis u
\l.un||r,'l ful cons

programime!

4 Click for

=earch | . o
Latest: park land lostto surging river - story and how 0l can helpl

-Q’Eleghﬁnt Store

@ ELEPHANT March 03
NATURE PARK Elecams. Our latest addition to the
| . volunteer helpers on film via Realpl;

Windaws Media Flayer. Click herel

The Projects: Sangduen Chailert"
continuous wark encompasses ala
range of professionals, volunteers, f

and halamees femra themnmbmnt tha ~an

!'ﬁbout the founder

!'Tours to the Park

B Cyher Gift Shop
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